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article A being transferred onto the pallet. As shown in FIG. 3, each of the 
extension forks 30 can terminate in a beveled tip 31 . In addition, 

At page 17, please replace the first paragraph (numbered paragraph 
50) with the following: 



As described above, the free ends of the extension forks 30 are 
supported by an idler roller assembly 33. In the preferred embodiment, a 
corresponding number of idler rollers 56 are mounted on an idler shaft 57. 
The idler shaft 57 is rotatably supported by the frame 11 in a known 
manner, such as by bushings or bearings mounted within the frame and 
supporting the opposite ends of the shaft 57. 



IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please replace claim 3 with the following amended claim 3: 



3. The apparatus according to claim 2, wherein each of said 
number of elongated beams includes an upper surface defining said 
stationary transfer surface. 

P I oqso rop l oco c l aim G w i th the fo l low i ng ame n ded Ud i m 5 J . 

5. The apparatus according to claim 4, wherein each of said 
number of elongated beams includes an upper surface defining said 
stationary transfer surface. 



* Ploaoc rop l ac o c l a i m G w i t h the fu ll uw i ny di n ende d c l aim G : 
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6. The apparatus according to claim 4, wherein each o|4aid 
second plurality of e forks) includes an upper surface configured to 

support the article as it is pushed by said pusher mechanism thereacross. 



P le aste rep l ace clo i m 7 w i th th o fol l owing amended cla i m 7 ; 

7 - Tn^apparatus according to claim 6, wherein said upper surface 
of each of ^aid second plurality of elongated forks) is situated at or below 
said stationary transfer surface. 

-Pte ase replace c l aim 8 Wil li I I l e f u ll uw i ny amended cla i m O r 1 
8. The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein said extension 
fork assembly includes means for supporting a free end of each of said 
number of elongated forks, and said drive mechanism is connected to each 
of said number of forks at an opposite end thereof. 

Please add the following as new claims 1 6-1 8: ' 




16. The apparatus according to claim 3, wherein said upper surra? 
of said number of elongated beams is curved. 

1 7. The apparatus according to claim 5, wherein said upper surface 
of said number of elongated beams is curved. 

1 8. The apparatus according to claim 8, wherein said means for 
supporting includes a roller assembly. 
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